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If most Americans accept the notion that the market is the most efficient means to distribute

resources, why should body parts be excluded?Each year thousands of people die waiting for organ

transplants. Many of these deaths could have been prevented were it not for the almost universal

moral hand-wringing over the concept of selling human organs. Kidney for Sale by Owner, now with

a new preface, boldly deconstructs the roadblocks that are standing in the way of restoring health to

thousands of people. Author and bioethicist Mark Cherry reasserts the case that health care could

be improved and lives saved by introducing a regulated transplant organs market rather than by

well-meant, but misguided, prohibitions.
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"Kidney for Sale by Owner is a remarkable bookâ€•insightful, scholarly, and beautifully

argued."â€•American Journal of Bioethics"Kidney for Sale by Owner is a tour de force,

demonstrating both philosophical acumen, insight and scholarly care. This is how bioethics should

be done! Moreoverâ€•and more soberlyâ€•given the number of people who die while waiting for a

transplant, and the greater number who suffer while waiting, Kidney for Sale by Owner is long

overdue. With luck it will be read not just by philosophers, but also by medical professionals and the

framers of public policy."â€•Economic Affairs"A comprehensive, balanced review of the philosophical

and practical aspects of adopting a market-driven system for organ sales. Transplantation



professionals, bioethicists, and the public will find Kidney for Sale by Owner invaluable for framing

discussions of this complicated topic. . . . This book challenges our current views on the

commercialism of organ donation and argues that from an ethical, medical, and societal viewpoint,

the current prohibition of organ sales may cause more harm than good."â€•New England Journal of

Medicine"Accessible and would be of interest to the casual reader, while retaining sufficient

analytical depth to be relevant to the ethical or transplant professional."â€•British Medical Journal

"Mark Cherry has authored an important, intellectually challenging book. Not only does Cherry

address important questions about the sale of organs, but he also raises thought provoking,

important moral questions about how we understand the body and moral authority in a secular

society. The book raises important questions for transplantation ethics, bioethics, and political

ethics."â€•Kevin Wm. Wildes, SJ, President, Loyola University New Orleans"Kidney for Sale by

Owner is extremely important, especially at a time when the demand for organs is ever-increasing

and the supply is not. Cherry addresses important issues in social and political philosophy, health

care economics, public policy, and social justice. Policymakers and health care professionals

involved in designing policy or position statements for professional organizations should look to this

carefully argued and level-headed analysis of the arguments for and against the permissibility of

selling organs."â€•Ana Iltis, Assistant Professor, Center for Health Care Ethics, Saint Louis

University, and Author of Institutional Integrity in Health Care"Mark Cherry's book is the definitive

treatment of the bioethical and business ethics questions that have been raised about a market in

organs. It is must reading for anyone interested in these issues, and it will be the basis for all future

discussion of this topic. "â€•Nicholas Capaldi, Legendre-Soule Distinguished Chair in Business

Ethics, Loyola University New Orleans

If one asked me how I felt about selling ones organ's for profit a few months ago I would have surely

said that it would be an immoral act indeed. However, after reading cherry's book I cannot, on a

philosophical basis, find any flaws in his logic. A fun and interesting read.
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